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Great Tli I rigs and Small Things. 
J. o, si'EiCHER. 

No one can look upon a- mountain tor the first 
time without a ieeling of awe. We call it a grand 
sight. Sublime I How much one feels his insignifi- 
cance as * part of the world'* creation I 

Who can comprehend what a tremendous* pow- 
er mu*t have been exerted in the upheaval of 
Buch a vast amount of matter ? 

While meditating upon the unequaled grandeur 
of this great one, who holds his head a mile or 
two above the clouds, we fail to notice that his 
feet are covered with a carpet of beautiful plauts 
and flowers. 

Let u.-, carefully examine one of these plants 
and we shall find that though it is but a tiny 
thing, yet there are more beauties contained in its 
structure and history than in all that of the moun- 
tain's boasted greatness. What a genealogy each 
plant has ! For four thousand years it has gone 
through a number of wonderful changes each year. 

The little seed falls to the ground awaitiug the 
rain I all to give it new life. Then slowly it begin*) 
to swell until its former little world cannot con- 
tain it, Fir«t it sends out roots which penetrate 
the soil in search of nutriment, in order that a 
healthy growth may be continued. Then the leaf- 
lets unfold, one by one, here a bud, there a tendril. 
What a slow process; but steadily, surely the 
work goes on until the dowers appear as from a 
long slumber, the whole being completed by the 
ripening ol tbe seed, ready ior the next years dow- 
ers. Now white the mountain stands in contented 
inaction apparently satisfied with its great work 
(which by tire way it has not done, but is itself 
only an effect) the little plant is constantly busi- 
ly engaged in its lonely calling. No one praises 
it for its perseverance. All are too busily engaged in 
lauding the mountain. 

We are too apt to "despise the little things of 
earth." We are all ready to show our utmost ap- 
preciation when some great work is done, but 
give words of commendation very begrudg 
ingly if something of less note is done by some 
one less popular. The flowering plant is doing a 
work that could never be done by the mountain. 
It is commendable for being ever busy, aud doing 
all it can in its humble way. 

Great men should not be envied by those less 
famous. The little deeds will all be reckoned in, 
and will add up beautifully at the end. A kind 
word here, a generous deed there, all go to make 
up the duties of lile. 

I wish I could show to the rich how much their 
riches are like i he stolid mountain. There stands the 
lofty peak, with its treasures of ore, locked up, no 
use to any one. If the goods in nature's store- 
houses and the superabundance of good things in 
the granaries of art could be put to a right use, 
what a blessing they would be. 

(rod expects us to give a portion of our income 
to His service and one tenth is not too much but 
who gives it? 

Hudson, Iowa. 
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JE8US THE CHRIST. 

John 7 ; 37-52. Golden Text, Matt. 16, 16. 
Time, Oct. 17, A. D. 29. Place, Jerusalem, in 
the Temple Court 

It was tbe teast of the Tabernacles. The har- 
vest was gathered and the people were assembled 
in Jerusalem to render thanks to God as well as to 
commemorate the life of Israel in the wilderness 
and their settlement in permanent places of abode. 
At this feast every one lived in booths, rough huts 
of living boughs and twigs of trees. These were 
erected in open squares and courts and upon the 
house tops. The feast lasted seven days, and 
every day the priests, with a large choir and followed 
by vast crowds of people, went to the spring of 
Siloam, where they drew water in a golden vessel, 
amidst the most extraordinary rejoicings. Magnifi- 
cent chant? from the writings of Isaiah rose on 
tbe morning air as the singers and people joined in 
the beautiful invitation, "Ho, ye every one that 


thirsteth, come ye to the waters ;" and "with joy 
shall ye draw water from the wells of salvation." 
Returning to the temple the water was poured up 
on the altar and the impressive services of the day 
were clebrated. Jesus arrived in Jerusalem dur- 
ing this feast, and at once took up a positiou in the 
temple and began to' teach. His words aroused 
a hitter feeling of antagonism in the minds and 
hearts of the Rabbis and leaders, as well as many 
common people ; and yet not a few believed on Him. 
A warrant was issued for Ilia arrest and given to 
the temple police ; but, although tbey kept Him 
under constant surveillance, they did not attempt 
to arrest Him. The last day of the feast was the 
culmination of its rejoicing and splendor. The 
people went forth with a branch of the citron in 
one hand and a lulab (a branch of palm woven 
round with willow and myrtle) in;the other. Ait 
immense procession passed round the walls seven 
times amidst the most tremendous enthusiasm, 
and inspired with glorious music, in commemora- 
tion of the fall of Jericho. From the vast multi- 
tude arose, ever and anon, the ringing Hosan na 
and Hallelujah of praise, while every one was car* 
rieil away with the intense enthusiasm of the hour. 
Another and similar procession went, as usual, 
to the pool of Siloam to draw the pitcher of 
water for use at the altar. ' It was when this pro- 
cession was returning that Jesus seized the oppor- 
tunity for making a grand declaration ot His 
divinity, and at the same time giving a true spirit- 
ual significance to the exercise in which they were 
engaged. During a tempory lull in the outbursts 
of song and shout, the voice of Jesus, sweet, soft 
and clear, was heard : "If any man thirst, let him 
came unto me and drink. He that belie veth on me, 
as the scripture has said, out of bis belly shall 
flow rivers of living water. In that burning 
parched autumn weather, the very word "water" 
would have a magical interest for every hearer. 
We can well imagine that the words of Jesus 
commanded instant attention, and we do not won- 
der that they made a profound impression. This 
was the last recorded utterance of Christ at this 
feast, aud it is a grand and fitting close to His re- 
markable teachings, and His claims of divine 
Sou ship on this occasion. His divinity wan unim- 
peachable, for, as the temple police said in justifi- 
cation oi their neglect to arrest Him, "Never man 
spake like this man." 

LESSOX THOUGHTS. 

1. Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 
a. As the Son of God and Son of Man, He is 
the Savior of the world. 

3. Believe on Him, and thus secure the bless- 
ings He alone can give. 

4. The teachings and life of Christ are proof of 
His divinity. "Never man spake like this man." 


Help to Prayer. 

BY G, A. NUNNALLY. L>. I). (Baptist) 

The first great help prayer has is God's promise. 
"Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My name, 
He will give it to you" (John xvi., 23.) That 
promise cannot be broken. God is faithful. He 
never repudiates an obligation ; but to make it 
doubly sure, Jesus His Son, has endorsed tbe 
check. The banks of earth may fail through fraud 
or ignorance or mismanagement, but God's treas- 
ury is never injured by forged checks, for He never 
pays them ; nor depleted by bankrupt creditors, 
for His collaterals are always good ; nor strained 
by unwise investments, for He takes no risks and 
never "speculates in futures." His dealings are 
always "spot transactions." "Now," "to-day," arc 
the dates on His calendar. 

Another help to prayer is God's providence: The 
history of all ages, the record made concerning the 
prayers of Abel and Abraham, of David and Dan- 
iel, of John and James of Paul and Peter, of Silas 
and Stephen, and the personal experience of every 
child of God sustains our prayer. Every answer- 
ed prayer in the past is a support upon which the 
present petition may lean. The prayers of the 
saints in companies and regiments and divisions 
marshal themselves about the feeble prayer ot 
every child of to-day and give k support, and 
cheer it to boldness and to victory. History is a 
help to prayer and history cannot be changed. 

Another help to prayer is God's nature. "If ye, 


then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more shall your Father 
in heaven give good things to them that ask Him" 
(Matt, vii., 11). God is our Father, and that helps 
us to pray. It is in His heart and nature to hear 
and answer. He cannot be deaf to the cry of His 
child. His child is near and dear to Him. If 
needful, He would let worlds burn up and all the 
material universe go to wreck, before He would let 
one of His children call in vain. Immutable in 
that relationship, the door to His presence is for- 
ever open and no man can shut it. The child's 
requests may be foolish and frequent, but the 
Father's love never tires of His complaints. 

Another help to prayer is God's Spirit "The 
Spirit also belpeth our infirmities : for we knew 
not what we should pray for as we ought ; but the 
Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered." (Romans 
viii,, 26). What heart is now too weak to pray f 
The Spirit possessed of all power, endowed with 
all wisdom, crowned with all excellence, enthroned 
in all majesty, " belpeth our infirmities." It is 
almost a blessing to be weak to have such transcen- 
dent aid. In our ignorance He indites the prayer; 
in our distance from God He makes intercessions 
for us ; in our lameness of spesch He uses the elo- 
quence" of " groanings which cannot be uttered." 

With such helps to prayer, there is no task in 
lile so completely done by others, there is no 
duty so fully assumed by others, there is no ex- 
pectation so perfectly assured by others. There 
should be no service more cheerfully or hopefully 
rendered. Remove the hindrances, accept the 
helps, and be assured your prayer cannot fail. — 
Cu. Index. 
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16 

26 

19 

19 
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By baptism, 979 ; by relation, 124 ; total 1103. 

The above table shows the number of accessions 
to the Brethren church, since October first, 1885, 
Also under whose speaking they made a profes- 
sion. Well done good and faithful servants. 

Noah A. Frame. 

Elkart, Ind. 


Suffering is the surest way of making us truth- 
ful to ourselves. 

Stand firm and immovable »s an anvil when it 
is beaten upon. 

Difficulties flinched from or minimized for 
temporary relief usually avenge themselves at 
some future time by assuming more formidiable 
shapes. He who would help others toward the 
"yea" of a well-assured conviction must measure 
with them the full force of every "nay" which ob- 
structs their path. — T. Vincent Tvmms. 


